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same faculty is that which, from the mere handling of a letter, can read 
the character and history of the 'writer. According to this system, 
education ought to consist in great part in the stimulation of the organs 
most essential to the well-being and success of the subject, and scientific 
shampooing might well alternate with academic exercises. The book 
before us is certainly indicative of great ability and industry, no less 
than of sincerity, on the part of the author. His system, too, has the 
merit of embracing within its scope many of the abnormal modes of 
consciousness and experience, from the simplest phenomena of mesmer- 
ism to the boldest reaches of clairvoyance and prevoyance. It is impos- 
sible to deny that well-established facts of this kind transcend the gen- 
erally recognized laws of consciousness and communication. They are 
at present to a great degree the province of charlatanry and supersti- 
tion, but should not remain so. They are undoubtedly abnormal only 
because our science is too narrow, but are in reality as strictly normal 
as the common operations of the organs of sense. They are marvellous, 
and seem preternatural, only because they occur under laws that have 
not been identified and registered j but are really no more strange than 
the instantaneous passage of thought on the telegraphic wires that 
stretch across a continent. "We are by no means satisfied with Dr. 
Buchanan's philosophy, for it savors too strongly of materialism ; yet 
we cannot doubt that his book will be of value as a pioneer essay on 
the ground which psychology and the science of mind must occupy, or 
else become inadequate and obsolescent. 



9. — Sermons, by Thomas T. Stone, of Bolton. Boston: Crosby, 
Nichols, & Co. 1854. 12mo. pp. 356. 

These Sermons occupy a very elevated plane of contemplation, are 
rhapsodies rather than discussions or homilies, and breathe at once the 
spirit of lofty poetry, sincere devotion, and love and hope for man. 
Some of them are prose hymns of the highest inspiration, and flow in 
an unstudied rhythm which the artificial constraint of measured verse 
could hardly make more musical. They are redolent of the bracing air 
of the Delectable Mountains, and are as tonics to faith, trust, and the 
religious sentiments and affections. 



